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The world, including your country, is facing enormous challenges caused by COVID-19. To support the global understanding of consequences of these challenges on persons with disabilities, this initiative seeks to gather information on how States are responding to states of emergency in relation to this specific population.

Mr. Dainius Pūras, UN Special Rapporteur on the right to health, has endorsed this initiative by pointing out:
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
The COVID-19 pandemic and emergency measures taken by States around the world raise many challenges and concerns with regard to persons with disabilities, especially for those in residential care. Measures undertaken to stop the spread of virus may increase risks that the human rights of these people may be violated. In such situations, when closed institutions are becoming even more closed, the need for independent monitoring becomes more important than ever before.

In order to ensure that the inherent dignity of persons with disabilities is respected worldwide even during this pandemic, we kindly ask you to answer this survey within two weeks, if possible. As you are uniquely placed to provide insights into the situation in your country, this monitoring cannot be done without you! We therefore kindly ask you to dedicate 15 minutes of your time to respond to our survey.

Please note that at the end of the questionnaire, you can choose to be anonymous or you can enter your contact details. Please note that the identity of survey participants will remain confidential and anonymous. In order to be successful in supporting the global understanding of the current situation, we will make all responses public on www.covid-drm.org. 

Should you have any questions about the survey or the COVID-19 Disability Rights Monitor initiative, please contact our colleagues in English, French or Spanish at monitoring@covid-drm.org.  

Thank you!

The Coordinating Group:
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International Disability and Development Consortium

